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EDITORIALS. 



Mr. Sylvester Robins, of North Branch, N. J., one of our valued contrib- 
utors, died suddenly and very unexpectedly, on Wednesday evening, April 25. 

Mr. T. M. Putnam, Instructor in Mathematics in the University of Texas, 
has applied for a leave of absence to accept a Fellowship in the University of 
Chicago. 

Dr. L. E. Dickson has resigned his position as Associate Professor of 
Mathematics in the University of Texas, to accept a call to the University of 
Chicago. 

The B. F. Johnson Publishing Company, Richmond, Va., have in press a 
new two-book series of Arithmetics, by J. M. Colaw, Associate Editor of the 
Monthly, and J. K. Ellwood, Principal of the Colfax School, Pittsburg. 

Thomas Craig, Ph. D., Professor of Pure Mathematics at Johns Hopkins 
University, a distinguished and widely-known mathematician, died in Baltimore, 
on May 8. Death was due to heart trouble. His wife and two daughters sur- 
vive him. Professor Craig was born in Pittston, Pa., in the year 1855, and was 
in the very prime of life. He graduated from Lafayette College as a civil engin- 
eer in 1875, and took the degree of Doctor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins in 
1878. From his connection with the University, Professor Craig began his work 
in mathematics, which he continued to the time of his death, having borne a 
most important part in the work of the mathematical department. For many 
years he was editor of The American Journal of Mathematics. His more import- 
ant works include "A Treatise on Linear Differential Equations," "A Treatise 
on Projections," and "Motions of Fluids." At the time of his death he was en- 
gaged on a new work entitled "Advanced Theory of Surfaces." ProfessorCraig 
was a frequent contributor to the different mathematical journals. 



BOOKS AND PERIODICALS 



Rational Elementary Arithmetic. By H. H. Belfield, A. M., Ph. D., Di- 
rector of the Chicago Manual Training School, and Sarah C. Brooks, Supervisor 
of Primary Grades. St. Paul, Minn. 268 pages. Price, 45 cents. Chicago : 
Scott, Foresman and Company. 1899. 

This book contains an abundance of concrete work and graphic illustration. It is 
rich in suggestion and in thought-arousing matter. The book in the hands of an intelli- 
gent and skillful teacher should produce excellent results, but we should hesitate before 
placing it in the hands of an untrained or "unsupervised" teacher. ,T. M. C. 

Bailey- Wiemer Series — First and Second Books in Arithmetic. By F. M. 
Wiemer, Principal of First District School, Milwaukee, Wis., assisted by M. A. 
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Bailey, A. M., Professor of Mathematics, Kansas State Normal School. 96 and 
176 pages. New York : American Book Company. 1899. 

These books abound in figures and indicated operations, but are deficient in objective 
work. If figure processes were the end, instead of the means to the end, these little vol- 
umes would be especially meritorious. However, with an expert teacher to supply the 
needed concrete work, they should give good results. J. M. 0. 

Manual of Experimental Physics. For Secondary Schools. By Fred R. 
Nichols, Charles H. Smith, and Charles M. Turton, Instructors in Physics in 
Chicago High School. 8 vo., cloth, 324 pages. Chicago: Ginn & Co. 

This book embraces a thorough course in Laboratory work in Physics for High 
School and Academies. The work aims to make laboratory work inductive as far as 
possible. B. F. F. 

Nine Ninety-Nine Graded Problems in Arithmetic. By Fred V. Lester, A. 
M., Superintendent of Schools, Ticonderoga, N. Y. 94 pages. Syracuse : C. 
W. Bardeen. 1899. 

This little book gives a serviceable collection of problems for review work. 

J. M. C. 
Lessons in Arithmetic — Primary Number. By C. L. Howard, of the Co- 
lumbia School, St. Louis, 72 pages. Price, 25 cents. St. Louis : W. f3. Bell 
&Son. 1899. 

The author puts forth this small volume as the result of his experience and the 
growth of trial. It seems to be well suited for use at the stage when children are acquir- 
ing their first knowledge of numbers and number relations. J. M. 0. 

Graded Lessons in Arithmetic. Books II — VIII. By Wilbur F. Nichols, 
A. M., Principal Hamilton Street School, Holyoke, Mass. Price, 25 cent9 each. 
Boston : Thompson, Brown & Co. 1897-1899. 

The plan of the author is to present the elements of many topics in the lower grades, 
and then to make the work in each topic more difficult through the subsequent grades. 
These books furnish a large number of well-graded examples of great variety on all the 
different topics. An examination in detail reveals many good features. J. M. 0. 

Gay' 8 Problems in Arithmetic. Books I and II. By George E. Gay, Sup- 
erintendent of Schools, Maiden, Mass. Boston : Benj. H. Sanborn & Co. 1898. 
Each of these books contains 1,000 problems designed for written work. The prob- 
lems are. progressive and practical, and are presented in an attractive form. J. M. C. 

First Steps in Arithmetic. By Ella M. Pierce, Supervisor of Primary 
Grades. Public Schools, Providence, R. I. 160 pages. Price, 36 cents. Boston : 
Silver, Burdett & Co. 1899. 

Twenty is the extreme of the numbers taught. The ordinary tables of measure- 
ment are freely used. The book is intended for beginners, and is well adapted to its end. 

J. M. 0. 
The Werner Arithmetic. Book III. By Frank H. Hall. 282 Pages. 
Chicago : Werner School Book Company. 1898. 

In Books I and II of this series, classification is made subordinate to gradation, but 
in this book the topical arrangement is given. The number of topics has been wisely re- 
duced. The book is carefully written, and contains practical problems in great variety. 
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The introduction of the elements of algebra aad geometry is to be commended, but the 
systematic recurrence of these subjects in parts of the text, where they do not serve to 
illuminate the arithmetical treatment, detracts somewhat from the general excellence of 
the work. J. M. 0. 

Rand- McN ally Primary Arithmetic. Revised Edition, 1899. By Edwin 
C. Hewett, LL. D., Ex-President of the Illinois State Normal University. 268 
pages. Price, 30 cents. Chicago: Rand, MeNally & Co. 

This Primany book is unusually full in the early steps, and gives agood preparation for 
the advanced grades. The directions and suggestions to teachers are full and generally to 
the point. J. M. 0. 

Graded Work in Arithmetic. Fifth Book. By S. W. Baird, Principal 
Franklin Grammar School, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 356 pages. Price, 65 cents. New- 
York : American Book Company. 1899. 

This book completes a well-graded series, and is intended for grammar school 
grades. There are no rules, and a minimum of definitions and explanations. The sup- 
ply of practical problems is abundant and varied. One chapter is devoted to Algebraic 
equations. J. M. C. 

LippincotVs Arithmetics, Mental, Elementary and Practical. By J. Mor- 
gan Rawlins, A. M. Prices, 35 cents, 40 cents, and 65 cents, respectively. 
Philadelphia : J. M. Lippincott Company. 1899. 

The aim of these books is "to prepare students for practical life by the development 
of thought power, while making them masters of the mechanical processes." The ad- 
vanced book seems to be overburdened with definitions, principles, analyses, synthesis, 
rules, etc., and several of the topics included could well have been omitted as having no 
utilitarian value. The problems are fresh, well-arranged, and adequate in number. The 
first forty pages of the Elementary book are especially well suited to the needs of 
the beginner: ,T. M. C. 

The American Monthly Review of Reviews. An International Illustrated 
Monthly Magazine. Edited by Dr. Albert Shaw. Price, $2.50 per year in ad- 
vance. Single numbers, 25 cents. The Review of Reviews Co., New York. 

Dr. Albert Shaw describes "Paris and the Exposition of 1900" in his magazine, the 
Review of Reviews, for June. Dr. Shaw regards Paris itself, the typically modern city, as 
an inseparable part of the great fair. So far from complaining of the incompleteness of 
the Exposition in the opening month, as many visitors have, Dr. Shaw welcomed the op- 
portunity to see so many of the wonders of the fair in the making. His article is by far 
the most discriminating estimate of the real value of the Paris show that has been pub- 
lished on this side of the Atlantic. 

The Literary Digest. A Weekly Compendium of the Contemporaneous 
Thought of the World. Price, $3.00 per year in advance. Single numbers, 10 
cents. Funk and Wagnalls Co., Publishers, 30 Lafayette Place, New York. 

The Cosmopolitan. An International Illustrated Monthly Magazine. Ed- 
ited and published by John Brisben Walker. Price, $1.00 per year in advance. 
Single numbers, 10 cents. Irvington-on-the-Hudson. 



